Bill seeks to clarify allowed
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LIHU‘E — A bill to define the types of campgrounds allowed on Kaua‘i is
moving into the realm of the Planning Commission.
Introduced last week by Kaua‘i County Councilmembers Mason Chock and
Luke Evslin, proposed draft Bill No. 2822 outlines what a developed versus
undeveloped campground would be on the island, one of the main
differences being what an owner can make money on.
Chock said the intent is to define uses on open-zone and agriculture-zoned
properties related to commercial transient use. The bill would restrict use
permits for a campground on open- or agriculture-zoned properties, allow
these activities on resort- and commercial-zoned properties.
The bill defines an undeveloped campground as one used by property
owners and guests for non-commercial camping. This campground would
lack permanent structures and not generate compensation.

A developed campground would allow permanent structures and
bathrooms, and will need to be designed to be “used, let or rented for
temporary commercial occupancy by campers.”
“Developed campgrounds potentially represent a pathway for transient
accommodations on ag and open land,” Evslin said, pointing to proposed
camping projects that have opened his eyes to what he called a “loophole”
in the county’s Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance.
Last year, a prosed glamping project in Princeville faced community
backlash.
Councilmember Felicia Cowden expressed concern for the houseless
community, and asked fellow councilmembers to take special care to make
sure this bill would not be abused.
While the county had been allowing five beach parks as refuges for the
houseless during the COVID-19 pandemic, that program is slowly being
phased out over the coming months.
At the end of March, both ‘Anini and Anahola beach parks closed to
camping, sending many of the 83 permitted individuals back to the streets.
“As you all know, I’ve had a lot of focus on people who have been displaced
from their housing,” Cowden said. She said she supported the intent of the
proposed bill, but wanted to ensure it would not be abused.
Planning Department Director Ka‘aina Hull said in his tentative review of the
bill that there are rules and laws prohibiting habitating without the
necessary infrastructure, like bathrooms.
The bill also stipulates that single- and multi-family transient vacation
rentals on agriculture and open land, regardless of whether in or outside of
the Visitor Destination Area, would be prohibited.

The council moved to send the bill to the Planning Commission in the
coming months. It is not on the body’s next meeting agenda for Tuesday,
April 13.
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